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Ali E. Abbas (“Constructing Multiattribute Utility Functions for Decision Analysis”) is an
assistant professor in the Department of Industrial and Enterprise Systems Engineering at
the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. He received an M.S. in electrical engineering
(1998), an M.S. in engineering economic systems and operations research (2001), a Ph.D.
in management science and engineering (2003), and a Ph.D. (minor) in electrical engineer-
ing, all from Stanford University. He previously worked for Schlumberger Oilfield Services
(1991–1997), where he held several international positions in wireline logging, operations
management, and international training. He has also worked as a consultant on projects for
mergers and acquisitions in California, and co-taught executive seminars on decision analysis
at Strategic Decisions Group, Menlo Park, California. His research interests include utility
theory, decision making with incomplete information and preferences, dynamic program-
ming, and information theory. Professor Abbas is a senior member of the IEEE, a member
of INFORMS, and an associate editor of Decision Analysis.

Damian R. Beil (“Procurement Auctions”) is an associate professor at the Stephen M.
Ross School of Business at the University of Michigan. He received his Ph.D. in operations
research from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. In his research, Professor Beil devel-
ops mathematical models to analyze complex problems in procurement. His work includes
studies of how procurement auctions should be designed to account for costly supplier qual-
ification screening, heterogeneous supplier quality levels, availability risks, cost risks, and
the need for expressive bidding. At Ross, he received the 2009 Arnold M. & Linda T. Jacob
Faculty Development Award and the 2007 Bachelor of Business Administration Teaching
Excellence Award.

Nedialko B. Dimitrov (“Mathematical Approaches to Infectious Disease Prediction and
Control”) is an assistant professor in the Operations Research Department of the Naval
Postgraduate School. He received a Ph.D. in theoretical computer science from the Uni-
versity of Texas at Austin (2008), and B.S. degrees in mathematics and computer science
from the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor (2002). Prior to joining the Naval Postgradu-
ate School, he held a two-year postdoctoral fellowship in the Operations Research Program
of the University of Texas at Austin. His research interests are in stochastic combinatorial
optimization, with emphasis on infectious disease modeling and control and national defense.

Robert C. Hampshire (“Dynamic Optimization with Applications to Dynamic Rate
Queues”) is an assistant professor at the H. John Heinz III College in the School of Public
Policy and Management at Carnegie Mellon University. He has a degree in electrical engi-
neering from the University of Cincinnati (2001) and a Ph.D. in operations research and
financial engineering from Princeton University (2007). His research focuses on the man-
agement of services for information technology-enabled mobility, communication and Web
distribution by using dynamic rate stochastic modeling, and dynamic optimization.

Dorit S. Hochbaum (“The Separation and Separation-Deviation Methodology for Group
Decision Making and Aggregate Ranking”) is the Chancellor Professor at University of
California, Berkeley, in the Department of Industrial Engineering and Operations Research.
She is the author of over 130 papers in the area of optimization algorithms that have
appeared in journals such as Operations Research, Management Science, and Theoretical
Computer Science. Professor Hochbaum was awarded an honorary doctorate of sciences from
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the University of Copenhagen (2004) for her work on approximation algorithms. She was
named an INFORMS fellow in 2005.

Patrick Jaillet (“Online Optimization—An Introduction”) is the Edmund K. Turner
Professor in Electrical Engineering and Computer Science and a member of the Laboratory
for Information and Decision Systems at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT).
He is a co-director of the MIT Operations Research Center. His current research interests
include online and data-driven optimization, as applied to various settings (transportation,
telecommunication, energy, and finance). He is a member of INFORMS and SIAM, and an
associate editor for Networks Transportation Science and Naval Research Logistics.

Ernie Kee (“Risk Applications in Commercial Nuclear Power”) is a supervisor in the
Station Applications and Optimization Group in the Risk Management Department of the
South Texas Project Electric Generating Station. He graduated with a B.S. in mechani-
cal engineering from the University of Idaho, Moscow in 1978. He joined the South Texas
Project, a dual-plant commercial nuclear power electrical production station, in 1987. His
interest includes developing applications to communicate operational risk from the perspec-
tive of nuclear safety and electrical production to the plant staff. Since 2004, he has col-
laborated with the Operations Research Department of The University of Texas at Austin,
providing an industrial perspective to help design and develop new applications for reliability
estimation and preventive maintenance scheduling. The Station Applications and Optimiza-
tion Group is now working with the systems engineering branch to implement the preventive
maintenance optimization software developed at The University of Texas at Austin on plant
equipment at the South Texas Project.

Retsef Levi (“Provably Near-Optimal Approximation Algorithms for Operations Manage-
ment Models”) is an associate professor of management at the Sloan School of Management,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT). He received a bachelor’s degree in mathe-
matics from Tel Aviv University (Israel) in 2001, and a Ph.D. in operations research from
Cornell University in 2005. Professor Levi spent more than 11 years in the Israeli Defense
Forces. His current research is focused on the design and performance analysis of efficient
algorithms for fundamental stochastic and deterministic optimization models, arising in the
context of supply chains and inventory, revenue management, and logistics and health-care
management. In addition, he is interested in stochastic and combinatorial optimization and
mathematical programming in their broad definitions and especially in their intersection
with problems that arise in the context of real-life applications. He has received the National
Science Foundation Faculty Early Career Development award and the 2008 INFORMS Opti-
mization Prize for Young Researchers.

William A. Massey (“Dynamic Optimization with Applications to Dynamic Rate
Queues”) is the Edwin S. Wilsey Professor of Operations Research and Financial Engineer-
ing at Princeton University. His A.B. and Ph.D. degrees are in mathematics from Princeton
University (1977) and Stanford University (1981). Prior to joining Princeton, he worked at
Bell Laboratories. His research interests are in dynamic rate queues, stochastic networks,
as well as communications systems and service operations. Professor Massey was named an
INFORMS fellow in 2006. His work has appeared in over 60 publications.

Lauren Ancel Meyers (“Mathematical Approaches to Infectious Disease Prediction and
Control”) is an associate professor of integrative biology at The University of Texas at
Austin. She holds an A.B. degree in mathematics and philosophy from Harvard University
(1996) and a Ph.D. from Stanford University in biological sciences. She is a member of the
external faculty of the Santa Fe Institute and, in 2004, was named one of the Top 100 Global
Innovators under age 35 by MIT’s Technology Review. Meyers is a mathematical biologist
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with research interests in evolutionary biology and infectious disease epidemiology, with over
40 publications and research grants from the National Institutes of Health, the National
Science Foundation, and the James S. McDonnell Foundation.

Barry L. Nelson (“Optimization via Simulation Over Discrete Decision Variables”) is the
Charles Deering McCormick Professor of Teaching Excellence and Chair of the Department
of Industrial Engineering and Management Sciences at Northwestern University. His research
focuses on the design and analysis of computer simulation experiments on models of discrete-
event, stochastic systems. He has published numerous papers and two books, including
Discrete-Event System Simulation (Prentice Hall, 2010). Professor Nelson is an INFORMS
fellow and received the 2006 Outstanding Simulation Publication Award from the INFORMS
Simulation Society.

Fernando Ordóñez (“Robust Vehicle Routing”) is currently an associate professor in
the Industrial Engineering Department at the University of Chile, on leave from the Indus-
trial and Systems Engineering Department at the University of Southern California. He
received B.S. degrees in mathematics (1997) and engineering (1996) from the University of
Chile, and he received his Ph.D. in operations research from the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology in 2002. His research focuses on convex and robust optimization, complex-
ity of algorithms, sensitivity analysis, and applications of optimization to engineering and
management science.

Elmira Popova (“Risk Applications in Commercial Nuclear Power”) is a professor in
the Department of Mechanical Engineering, Graduate Program in Operations Research and
Industrial Engineering at The University of Texas at Austin. She holds a master’s degree in
mathematics from University of Sofia, Bulgaria (1985), and a Ph.D. in operations research
from Case Western Reserve University (1995). Professor Popova specializes in stochastic
processes, computational Bayesian statistics, and stochastic optimization. She is interested
in reliability analysis and design of optimal maintenance strategies for randomly failing sys-
tems. Since 2004, she has collaborated with the Risk Management Group at South Texas
Project Nuclear Operating Company on designing and developing a new risk-informed sys-
tem for reliability estimation and preventive maintenance scheduling. A preliminary version
of the system is currently being tested by systems engineers and is expected to be used in
a real-time production setting in fall 2010.

Matthew J. Sobel (“The Trojan Horse of Time–Risk Preference Representations”) is
the William E. Umstattd Professor at Case Western Reserve University in the Department
of Operations (Weatherhead School of Management), and the Department of Electrical
Engineering and Computer Science. He was previously at Yale University, Georgia Institute
of Technology, and the State University of New York at Stony Brook. His research on
time–risk preferences includes logical foundations and implications in health-care policy and
national energy policy. He is an INFORMS fellow.

Michael R. Wagner (“Online Optimization—An Introduction”) is the Chevron Assistant
Professor of Operations Management at Saint Mary’s College of California, and primarily
teaches quantitative graduate business courses. In his research, he designs robust strategies
for decision making under uncertainty, with provable performance guarantees, in applica-
tion domains such as routing, scheduling, and inventory and supply chain management.
Professor Wagner also applies his research in practice, as a consultant to businesses and orga-
nizations. He holds a B.S. in mathematics, B.S. and master’s degrees in electrical engineering
and computer science, and a doctorate in operations research, all from the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology.
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