
This article was downloaded by: [216.73.217.74] On: 14 July 2026, At: 21:03
Publisher: Institute for Operations Research and the Management Sciences (INFORMS)
INFORMS is located in Maryland, USA

Interfaces

Publication details, including instructions for authors and subscription information:
http://pubsonline.informs.org

Book Reviews

To cite this article:
(1984) Book Reviews. Interfaces 14(4):100-103. https://doi.org/10.1287/inte.14.4.100

Full terms and conditions of use: https://pubsonline.informs.org/Publications/Librarians-Portal/PubsOnLine-
Terms-and-Conditions

This article may be used only for the purposes of research, teaching, and/or private study. Commercial use or
systematic downloading (by robots or other automatic processes) is prohibited without explicit Publisher approval,
unless otherwise noted. For more information, contact permissions@informs.org.

The Publisher does not warrant or guarantee the article’s accuracy, completeness, merchantability, fitness
for a particular purpose, or non-infringement. Descriptions of, or references to, products or publications, or
inclusion of an advertisement in this article, neither constitutes nor implies a guarantee, endorsement, or support
of claims made of that product, publication, or service.

© 1984 INFORMS

Please scroll down for article—it is on subsequent pages

With 12,500 members from nearly 90 countries, INFORMS is the largest international association of operations
research (O.R.) and analytics professionals and students. INFORMS provides unique networking and learning
opportunities for individual professionals, and organizations of all types and sizes, to better understand and use
O.R. and analytics tools and methods to transform strategic visions and achieve better outcomes.
For more information on INFORMS, its publications, membership, or meetings visit http://www.informs.org

http://pubsonline.informs.org
https://doi.org/10.1287/inte.14.4.100
https://pubsonline.informs.org/Publications/Librarians-Portal/PubsOnLine-Terms-and-Conditions
https://pubsonline.informs.org/Publications/Librarians-Portal/PubsOnLine-Terms-and-Conditions
http://www.informs.org


D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

fr
om

 in
fo

rm
s.

or
g 

by
 [

21
6.

73
.2

17
.7

4]
 o

n 
14

 J
ul

y 
20

26
, a

t 2
1:

03
 . 

Fo
r 

pe
rs

on
al

 u
se

 o
nl

y,
 a

ll 
ri

gh
ts

 r
es

er
ve

d.
 



D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

fr
om

 in
fo

rm
s.

or
g 

by
 [

21
6.

73
.2

17
.7

4]
 o

n 
14

 J
ul

y 
20

26
, a

t 2
1:

03
 . 

Fo
r 

pe
rs

on
al

 u
se

 o
nl

y,
 a

ll 
ri

gh
ts

 r
es

er
ve

d.
 



SOBOL

Imagine, an entire book on how to de-
termine the optimal set of sizes for a
standardized product! If you have a need
to become familiar with the subject of size
selection, or are looking for a text to in-
clude in a business or operations research
course on the subject, I can heartily rec-
ommend this one. Bongers extends the
concept of optimal size selection well be-
yond the usual commodities like shoes
and electric motors to include such things
as schools. He addresses the appropriate
choice of density functions for the dis-
tribution of size demands and appropriate
loss functions associated with size selec-
tion, and he tackles some of the common
misconceptions and simplifications in cur-
rent use. He also includes all of the rele-
vant mathematical and statistical back-
ground necessary so that the book is
readable without reference to other re-
sources. Typically, sizes are chosen ac-
cording to either an arithmetic or a
geometric series. Bongers not only chal-
lenges this simplification, but he provides
evidence that it is in general erroneous.
He includes a listing of a BASIC program
to perform t\'pical calculations in the
selection of a standard size set from a con-
tinuous population of sizes. I did not test
the program.

The book, in general, is quite readable.
There are a few errors and inconveni-
ences. On page 17, he has failed to nor-
malize the consumer demand before cal-
culating the standard size for a loaf of
bread. Some sentences are reversed in
structure; the logical flow is the reverse of
what one expects, but this is mildly enter-
taining and is certainly not in error.

A ground rule stated in the introduction

is that the densities do not vary with time.
Throughout the book considerable space
is dedicated to dealing with the problems
that arise when a demand density in fact
is a function of time. This is a mild incon-
sistency and does not substantially detract
from the text.

In summary, this text is easy to read,
complete, and contains very few errors. I
recommend it to those who want to be-
come familiar with the topic of optimal
size selection. Its format and style are rec-
ommended as a role model for authors of
monographs on special topics.
D. H. Withers

782 Bravington Way, Lexington,
Kentueky 40503
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