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SOBOL

burg presents an excellent overview of
computer-assisted analysis (CAA). He de-
scribes the structures which should be
and can be made available to the analyst.
These tools permit the user to carry out
diagnostic analysis and to answer the
questions. Where?, Why?, How do I fix
it? Interesting examples of existing com-
puter diagnostic technology are given.

In tutorial five, inventory models are
examined. Ehrhardt and Wagner attempt
to provide insights into how far the in-
ventory field has progressed in its capa-
bility to address real industrial problems.
They concentrate mainly on approxima-
tions to (s,S) inventory models and show
how close the results come to the EOQ
formula. Both from the point of view of
inventory control and industrial modeling
in general, the presentation would be of
interest to both theoreticians and
practioners.

Finally, in the sixth tutorial, R. Bixby
looks at matroid theory. He discusses a
number of applications and provides a
unified framework for the field. His dis-
cussion of the use of matroids in combi-
natorial problems is particularly
interesting.

While the tutorials do not naturally
hang together, they all occupy an impor-
tant place in the OR field. It is refreshing
to get a glimpse of a field without having
to go through the tremendous start-up
process of literature review. These six tu-
torials provide this glimpse and much
more to the reader.
Wade D. Cook

Faculty of Administrative Studies, York Uni-

versity, Toronto, Ontario, Canada
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Ed. Note

During the past year, in addition to the
TIMS/Edelman award issue published in
January-February and edited by Peter
Kolesar, we had two other special issues.
Our May-June issue was a special issue
on productivity with Marty Starr serving
as editor. This issue's special section on
manufacturing strategy was compiled by
Arnoldo Hax (always eager for a new
project). The special issue editors have
my sincerest thanks and admiration; no
one knows better than I the work re-
quired to make an issue of this journal
happen.

— Gary L. Lilien
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