
This article was downloaded by: [216.73.216.198] On: 19 June 2026, At: 23:52
Publisher: Institute for Operations Research and the Management Sciences (INFORMS)
INFORMS is located in Maryland, USA

INFORMS Transactions on Education

Publication details, including instructions for authors and subscription information:
http://pubsonline.informs.org

On the Limited Budget Problem
Zvi Drezner, Do Le (Paul) Minh,

To cite this article:
Zvi Drezner, Do Le (Paul) Minh,  (2002) On the Limited Budget Problem. INFORMS Transactions on Education
3(1):63-68. https://doi.org/10.1287/ited.3.1.63

Full terms and conditions of use: https://pubsonline.informs.org/Publications/Librarians-Portal/PubsOnLine-
Terms-and-Conditions

This article may be used only for the purposes of research, teaching, and/or private study. Commercial use or
systematic downloading (by robots or other automatic processes) is prohibited without explicit Publisher approval,
unless otherwise noted. For more information, contact permissions@informs.org.

The Publisher does not warrant or guarantee the article’s accuracy, completeness, merchantability, fitness
for a particular purpose, or non-infringement. Descriptions of, or references to, products or publications, or
inclusion of an advertisement in this article, neither constitutes nor implies a guarantee, endorsement, or support
of claims made of that product, publication, or service.

Copyright © 2002, INFORMS

Please scroll down for article—it is on subsequent pages

With 12,500 members from nearly 90 countries, INFORMS is the largest international association of operations
research (O.R.) and analytics professionals and students. INFORMS provides unique networking and learning
opportunities for individual professionals, and organizations of all types and sizes, to better understand and use
O.R. and analytics tools and methods to transform strategic visions and achieve better outcomes.
For more information on INFORMS, its publications, membership, or meetings visit http://www.informs.org

http://pubsonline.informs.org
https://doi.org/10.1287/ited.3.1.63
https://pubsonline.informs.org/Publications/Librarians-Portal/PubsOnLine-Terms-and-Conditions
https://pubsonline.informs.org/Publications/Librarians-Portal/PubsOnLine-Terms-and-Conditions
http://www.informs.org


DREZNER AND MINH
On the Limited Budget Problem

INFORMS Transcations on Education 3:1         INFORMS

On the Limited Budget Problem

Zvi Drezner and Do Le (Paul) Minh
Department of Information Systems

and Decision Sciences
College of Business and Economics

California State University, Fullerton
Fullerton, CA 92834.

zdrezner@fullerton.edu
dminh@fullerton.edu

Abstract

We consider the problem of planning a mix of prod-
ucts with a limited budget constraint. This problem
is an extension of the well known product mix prob-
lem. The problem is easily formulated as a linear
programming problem. In this paper we find the
optimal solution by an explicit formula without ap-
plying any linear programming solution method.
Therefore, very large problems can be easily solved.
The problem is illustrated by an example. It can be
used to demonstrate the usefulness of the dual prob-
lem in linear programming and the utility of using
problem structure insight as a means to provide a
more meaningful tool for management decision
making. An Excel spreadsheet is constructed for il-
lustrating the procedure in class.

Introduction

Consider a common production problem of the se-
lection of a mix of products subject to limited re-
sources. We have a choice of n products xi for i = 1,
..., n The profit per unit is ci  0 for i = 1, ..., n. We
have a set of m resources that are needed for the
production. The available amount of each resource
is bj for j = 1, ..., m. The amount of each resource
that is required for the production of each unit is
aij    0 for i=1, ..., n; j = 1, ..., m. This leads to the well

known product mix problem in introductory linear
programming (for example, Lawrence and
Pasternack, 2002):

We now modify the problem to model a realistic
situation. The availability of resources is not a con-
straint, but one has a limited budget to be used for
purchasing of resources. This is similar to the con-
cept of soft constraints (Byrne et al., 1998). Resource
j costs pj > 0 per unit, and there is a budget B for
purchases. This is also a linear programming prob-
lem. We now have m + n variables xi for i = 1, ..., n
and bj = 1, ..., m, and m + 1 constraints.

Note that in the budget constraint we make the stan-
dard assumption of no economies of scale.

We show that this problem has a special structure
that allows us to solve it without a need for a linear
programming procedure. This can be very helpful,
especially if m and/or n are very large.

(1)

(2)
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We show in the appendix that the optimal solution
to problem (2) is to select the production of only
one product (and set the other product quantities to
zero). The selected product is the one for which the
maximum of the potential profit i is obtained; that
is,

Two proofs for the explicit formula are provided in
the appendix. One is based on duality in linear pro-
gramming and the other is a direct algebraic proof.
Such proofs can be used in graduate classes where
the students can appreciate them.

Practical Considerations

Even though the optimal solution suggests the pro-
duction of only one product, managers and decision
makers do not like to put all the eggs in one basket
and would prefer to give up some of the profit in
order to reduce the risk and balance the production
process. We suggest to prepare a summary of all
potential products (or a partial list of the best ones)
sorted by the potential profit i defined in equation
(3). The potential profit is divided by  so that the
best product has a relative profitability of 1.00. This
idea is similar to the Data Envelopment Analysis
(DEA) concept (Soteriou and Zenios, 1998). A list
of the maximum number of units that can be pro-
duced for each item is constructed using equation
(4). The decision maker can blend some of the top
ranked products and get a percentage of the total
projected profit as compared with the optimal solu-
tion. This concept is illustrated by an example.

An Example

A paint factory can produce various shades of col-
ors, and can sell any quantity it produces. In Table 1
we depict the list of colors that are produced of four
possible basic colors: white, red, blue, and yellow.
The cost is calculated by adding the cost of each
fraction of the basic colors for each paint using the
costs given in the last row.

(4)

(3)

Table 1: Parameters for the Example problem
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The available budget is $10,000. How much to pro-
duce of each color? First we calculate the values of
the potential profit i for each color.

Table 2: The Potential Profit of Each Color

From Table 2 we find that =1.3938 and the optimal
solution is to produce only purple paint. The total
profit is 1.3938*$10,000=$13,938. The relative prof-
itability is obtained by dividing each i by . The sorted
colors by relative profitability are depicted in Table
3. In the table we also present the maximum quan-
tity that can be produced for each color calculated
by equation (4).

The attached Excel spreadsheet illustrates the pro-
cedure. In the first sheet the relative profitability is
calculated. In the second sheet the linear program-
ming formulation (2) is set up for Solver to just click
and solve. Of course, the same solution is obtained:
Producing just 9,747 gallons of the color purple and
nothing else. Sensitivity analysis of the results can
further illustrate the procedure. For example, chang-
ing the profit of a gallon of purple to $1.42 will re-
sult in a different color to be produced, a result that
is confirmed by the linear programming formula-
tion.

Table 3: Relative Profitability and Quantity of
Colors

Product Mix

The first six colors are comparable in profitability.
Consider producing 30% of maximum quantity of
purple in Table 3 (i.e. 30% of 9747 = 2924 gallons),
20% of pink, 25% of peach, 15% of Lt. Blue, and
10% of Lt. Green. The relative profitability is:
0.3*1.000 + 0.2*0.996 + 0.25*0.990 + 0.15*0.983
+ 0.1*0.978 = 0.99295 which yields a profit of
$13,938*0.99295=$13,839. The calculations are
detailed in Table 4 and are also included in the at-
tached Excel file. We also verify the value of the
profit by multiplying each quantity by the profit per
gallon given in Table 1. In conclusion, by lowering
the profit by about $100 (0.7%), a variety of colors
can be produced.

Table 4: Production Mix
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If there were minimum production requirements for
some colors, the optimal solution would be to pro-
duce the minimum requirements for all products
except the most profitable one, and allocate the slack
to the most profitable color.

If there were production limitations on some prod-
ucts, the optimal solution is to produce the maxi-
mum possible quantity (considering the budget con-
straint) of the most profitable product, then allocate
the maximum possible for the second most profit-
able, and so on, until the budget is exhausted. For
example, if there is a maximum production limit of
4000 gallons for each color, then the production mix
should be 4000 gallons of purple paint at a cost of
$4,104, leaving $5,896 for other paints. The next
profitable one is pink. 4000 gallons of pink cost
$3,572, leaving $2,324 for peach that allows for 2376
gallons of peach, and the budget is exhausted. This
result can be verified by adding the constraints that
all variables are bounded by 4000 gallons and re-
solving the linear programming problem.

Appendix: An Explicit Formula

A Dual Derivation

Let the dual variables for problem (2) be λj for j =1,
..., m for the first m constraints and µ for the last
constraint. The dual problem to problem (2) is:

The j values are the shadow prices for the modified
resources constraints obtained when solving formu-
lation (2) above and  is the shadow price of the single
resource budget constraint again obtained from solv-
ing (2) above. If a feasible solution of λ j's exists for
a given , then since aij,      0 greater λ j's are also
feasible for the first n constraints of (5). Therefore,
in the optimum, we must have λj =pjµ.

Substituting this into the first n constraints of (5)
yields:

Therefore, the solution to the dual problem is:

with the optimal cost of B. Note that  is a logical
optimal solution as it represents the highest profit
per resource expense.

Let k be the i for which the maximum of i is ob-
tained (and if there is a tie for the maximum in (6),
any of the tied variables is selected). The solution to
(2) is:

(5)

(7)

(6)
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An Algebraic Derivation 1

The problem under consideration is as follows:

There is an optimal solution such that the first m
constraints are binding, namely

This is because for any non-binding constraint, the
value of bj can be reduced to its binding value. No
constraints are violated, and the value of the objec-
tive function is unchanged. Therefore, the problem
can be rewritten as follows:

This, in turn is equivalent to

This is the knapsack problem with continuous vari-
ables. According to the Fundamental Theorem of
Linear Programming, if (8) has an optimal solution
it must also have a basic feasible optimal solution.
Since there is only one functional constraint in (8),
a basic feasible solution for (8) has only one non-
zero component. It follows that the optimal basic
feasible solution is such that

Therefore, the optimal value of k should then be such
that

1We are thankful to an anonymous referee for suggesting this proof

(8)
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