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Contributors

Steve Alpern (“Rendezvous on a Planar Lattice”) is a
Professor of mathematics at the London School of Eco-
nomics. He became interested in the field of search games
when studying game theory under Oskar Morgenstern, as
an undergraduate at Princeton; and later with Rufus Isaacs.
After working on antagonistic versions of these games, he
has more recently become interested in versions where the
two searchers have the common aim of finding each other
as soon as possible (rendezvous).

Vic Baston (“Rendezvous on a Planar Lattice”) is a Pro-
fessor at the Univeristy of Southampton. His main research
interests are in rendezvous search and games related to
operations research, particularly search-evasion games. The
current paper is a natural development of a game that
was formulated 20 years ago by Bill Ruckle in Operations
Research and that first stimulated Baston’s research interest
in games.

Patrick Beullens (“Exploring Variants of 2-Opt and 3-Opt
for the General Routing Problem”) is a Senior Lecturer in
Logistics and Operational Research at the Department of
Mathematics, University of Portsmouth (UK). His research
interests include (reverse) logistics, production planning,
vehicle routing problems, and metaheuristic approaches for
combinatorial optimization.

Stephen P. Boyd (“Digital Circuit Optimization via Geo-
metric Programming”) is the Samsung Professor of Engi-
neering and Professor of Electrical Engineering at Stanford
University. His research interests include convex optimiza-
tion applications in automatic control and circuit design.

Dirk Cattrysse (“Exploring Variants of 2-Opt and 3-Opt
for the General Routing Problem™) is a Professor in Indus-
trial Management at the Katholieke Universiteit Leuven
(Belgium), Center for Industrial Management. He teaches
courses in operations research, operations management and
logistics, and distribution logistics. His main research inter-
ests are in the area of logistics (distribution and reverse
logistics).

Richard W. Cottle (“George B. Dantzig: Operations
Research Icon”) is a Professor Emeritus of management
science and engineering at Stanford University. A grad-
uate of the mathematics department of the University of
California at Berkeley, he wrote his dissertation under the
supervision of George B. Dantzig. He is a coauthor of The
Linear Complementarity Problem, which received the 1994
Lanchester Prize from INFORMS. He is also the editor or
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coeditor of 10 books including a recently published anthol-
ogy titled The Basic George B. Dantzig.

Bernardo D’Auria (“Limit Behavior of Fluid Queues and
Networks”) is a Ph.D. student in Informational Engineering
at DIIMA, University of Salerno. His research interests are
in queuing theory and self-similar processes. The paper in
this issue will be a part of his Ph.D. thesis.

Jacques Desrosiers (“Selected Topics in Column Gener-
ation”) is a Professor in the Department of Quantitative
Methods for Business Administration at HEC Montréal and
a member of the GERAD Operations Research Center. His
main research interests include large-scale optimization for
vehicle routing and crew scheduling in air, rail, and urban
transportation.

Francis de Véricourt (“Managing Response Time in a
Call-Routing Problem with Service Failure”) is an Assistant
Professor of Business Administration at the Fuqua School
of Business. Prior to joining the faculty of Duke Univer-
sity, he was a visiting researcher at MIT. His recent work
has focused on optimal stock allocation, supplier contract
design, call center management, and operations manage-
ment for nonprofit organizations.

P. J. F. Groenen (“Majorization Algorithms for Inspecting
Circles, Ellipses, Squares, Rectangles, and Rhombi”) is a
Professor at Erasmus University Rotterdam, Econometric
Institute. His main interest lies in exploratory multivariate
analysis, multidimensional scaling, and optimization.

Janne Gustafsson ("Contingent Portfolio Programming
for the Management of Risky Projects”) is a consultant
at Monte Paschi Asset Management, Italy, and a doctoral
candidate at the Helsinki University of Technology, Fin-
land. This paper will be a part of his doctoral dissertation.
His research interests include project valuation and project
portfolio selection, structured financial products, investment
and asset-liability management, and axiomatic choice under
risk and uncertainty.

Mark A. Horowitz (“Digital Circuit Optimization via
Geometric Programming”) is the Yahoo! Founders Profes-
sor of Engineering and Professor of Electrical Engineering
and Computer Science at Stanford University. His research
interests include multiprocessor design, low power circuits,
memory design, and high-speed links.

Seung-Jean Kim (“Digital Circuit Optimization via Geo-
metric Programming”) is a postdoc in electrical engineering
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at Stanford University. His research interests include con-
vex optimization with applications in automatic control and
circuit design.

Xiangwen Lu (Letter to the Editor “On ‘The Censored
Newsvendor and the Optimal Acquisition of Information’ ”*)
is visiting the Institute of Transportation Studies at the Uni-
versity of California, Irvine. He has a B.S. and an M.S.
degree in probability and statistics from Beijing University
and a Ph.D. degree from University of California, Irvine.
His research is at the interface of supply chain management
and statistics.

Marco E. Liibbecke (“Selected Topics in Column Gener-
ation”) is an Assistant Professor at the Technische Univer-
sitdt at Berlin. His research interests are in combinatorial
optimization and computational integer programming. He
“sees mixed integer programs (MIPs) everywhere,” regard-
less of whether problems come from industrial applications
or from motivations within discrete mathematics or theo-
retical computer science.

Luc Muyldermans (“Exploring Variants of 2-Opt and
3-Opt for the General Routing Problem”) is a Lecturer
in Operations Management at the Nottingham University
Business School (UK). His research interests include (arc)
routing, district design, and reverse logistics. The present
paper is part of his Ph.D. dissertation, obtained in 2003 at
the Katholieke Universiteit Leuven (Belgium), Center for
Industrial Management.

Dinesh D. Patil (“Digital Circuit Optimization via Geo-
metric Programming”) is a Ph.D. student in Electrical
Engineering at Stanford University. His research interests
include high performance digital circuit design, low power
design, and circuit optimization techniques.

Ahti Salo (“Contingent Portfolio Programming for the
Management of Risky Projects”) is Professor at the Sys-
tems Analysis Laboratory, Helsinki University of Tech-
nology, with research interests in decision analysis, risk
management, portfolio optimization, technology foresight,
and technology assessment. He has been responsible for a
large number of applied research projects commissioned by
industrial firms, the National Technology Agency, and the
Finnish Ministry of Trade and Industry.

Gennady Samorodnitsky (“Limit Behavior of Fluid
Queues and Networks”) is a Professor at the School of
Operations Research and Industrial Engineering, Cornell
University. His research interests are in stochastic mod-
els (communication networks, risk analysis, and financial
models) with heavy tails and/or long-range dependence.
The present paper is one of the outcomes of an attempt
to understand the complicated behavior of communication
networks.

Jing-Sheng Song (Letter to the Editor “On ‘The Cen-
sored Newsvendor and the Optimal Acquisition of Infor-
mation’ ) is a Professor at the Fuqua School of Business,
Duke University. She studies production/inventory systems
and supply chain design and coordination.

K. Van Deun (“Majorization Algorithms for Inspecting
Circles, Ellipses, Squares, Rectangles, and Rhombi”) is a
Ph.D. student at the Catholic University of Leuven, Depar-
ment of Psychology. This paper is part of her Ph.D. project
that uses iterative majorization as a tool for the develop-
ment of algorithms for multidimensional unfolding.

Dirk Van Oudheusden (“Exploring Variants of 2-Opt
and 3-Opt for the General Routing Problem”) is a Profes-
sor in Industrial Management at the Katholieke Universiteit
Leuven (Belgium), Center for Industrial Management. He
teaches graduate courses in operations research, production
planning, and logistics. His main research interests are pro-
duction scheduling and routing.

Yong-Pin Zhou (“Managing Response Time in a Call-
Routing Problem with Service Failure”) is an Assistant
Professor of Operations Management at the University of
Washington Business School, Seattle. His research inter-
ests include operations management, particularly service
operations, supply chain management, and stochastic sys-
tem optimization, including queueing systems and Markov
decision processes.

Kaijie Zhu (Letter to the Editor “On ‘The Censored
Newsvendor and the Optimal Acquisition of Information’ )
is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Industrial
Engineering and Logistics Management at the Hong Kong
University of Science and Technology. His research inter-
ests are inventory control and supply chain management.



