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he field of health care has traditionally provided

a broad range of applications suitable for analysis
using operations research (OR) techniques. Most of
the historical applications were either motivated by, or
were a consequence of, the burdens new medical tech-
nologies pose on complex health-care delivery sys-
tems. However, as medical technology progresses, the
spectrum of possible OR applications is only going to
become broader and more exciting. In fact, the recent
explosion of technological innovations in health care,
which has been fueled by new knowledge and infor-
mation, has been matched by renewed interest among
OR scholars. This special issue aims to attract papers
that showcase the breadth and depth of applications of
OR in health care. Papers should be well grounded on
a medical problem or a health-care delivery issue, and
they should involve innovative applications of existing
OR models and/or the development of new models
and techniques. We invite papers that address prob-
lems at the patient level, provider level, or broader
system level. Examples of specific topics that would
fit this special issue include, but are not restricted to:

e Personalization of therapies based on advanced
medical information;

e Optimization of new or existing medical tech-
nologies to meet either a specific clinical goal or a
specific system goal;

e Management and optimization of health-care
operations;

e Resource allocation problems in health care.

Papers should provide sufficient details about the
motivating medical problem and should contain orig-
inal research that meets the rigorous standards of

812

Operations Research. Papers that consider applica-
tions in specific disease areas and integrate modeling
with data are particularly encouraged. All manuscripts
should conform to the Operations Research guidelines
for authors. The review process will be similar to the
standard review process used by the journal. Submis-
sions are due by November 30, 2006. The results of
the first-round reviews will be sent to authors no later
than April 30, 2007, and resubmissions will be due
by October 31, 2007. The anticipated publication date
of the special issue is mid-2008.

Papers should be submitted electronically at http://
mc.manuscriptcentral.com/opre. On the first screen of
the submission process, authors should select “Arti-
cle” as their manuscript type and select either Edwin
Romeijn or Stefanos Zenios as Guest Editor under
Manuscript Routing.
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Stefanos Zenios
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Stanford University
Stanford, CA 94305

stefzen @stanford.edu

tel: (650) 725-9663



