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(1966)], is no ordinary translation. The reader would be well advised to read the 
l~reface thoroughly since it clearly and succillctly desc~,il)es the purpose of t,he 
book, namely, to present in the French language t,he unique a>nd significant message 
of the English text, and, in so doing, to preserve the a~~proach aiid method of thought 
of the author. With this rationale, the material on graph theory has been virtually 
eliminated because of its availability in French, and two other significant abridge- 
ments have also been made: the two initial chapters of the original text have been 
omitted, as well as the introduction to the classical transportation problem. Other 
deletions from the original include the detailed treatment of Stigler's nutrition 
model., the discussion of the four-color map problem, certain of the exercises, and 
all of the problems. This latter may, regretfully, restrict the value of the book to 
students-it may even operate against the rationale; Dantzig's choice of problems 
is not an insignificant manifestation of his approach. 

Subject to these restrictions and the fact that the omission of discussion of the 
classical transportation problem may render the subsequent treatment of weight,ed 
and capacitated problems more difficult, the translator-editor has done a magnifi- 
cent piece of work. The translation is superb, ret'aining the spirit of the original, 
remaining very close to the English text, and attaining these goals with a minimum 
of awkward phraseology. There are passages which actually flow more naturally 
in the translation than in the original, but this may be partially due to an iinproved 
format: In the original version many inathematical expressions are contained 
within the text; in the translation, they are broken out and shown separat'ely. 
The gain in ease of reading is remarkable. 

M. Ventura has accomplished his objective in an outstanding manner. He 
has made available to the French-speaking world without distortion the veritable 
gold mine of ideas presented by Dantzig. English-speaking, bilingual readers 
may also read it with profit. 

JOHNW. ABRALIS 
University of Toront,o 
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Notes 

~Wathematical Biosciences: An International Journal, a new quarterly journal, 
miill begin publ~cation in 1967 under the editorship of RICIIARDE. ~ E L L R ~ A N ,  

Department of Electrical Engineering, School of Engineering, University of South- 
ern California, University Park, Los Angeles, California 90007. The Asiociate 
Editors are W. Ross ADEY, KEKNETH M. COLBP,H. E. DERICSEN, It. IV. GERARD, 
V. GL~JSHKOV, S GRODINS, SAMUI;LKARLIN,A. KATCHAL-FRED JOHNA. JA(,QUCZ, 

SKY, TOSIO KITAGAWA, R .  LATTES, G. MALECOT, GORDOND. I ~ N U A L L ,  J. NEYRIAN, 
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