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The level of mathematical rigor is just about right. The author is careful about
such things as continuity assumptions without being overly careful—intuition and
graphs are used freely to illustrate the ideas.

The explanations of the theory are clear and easy to read, and it looks like a
good textbook. It might have been improved by introducing some modern non-
linear programming theory very early in the book, instead of introducing optimiza-
tion through the classical theory. Such topics as duality, conjugate functions,
PR space, linear supports, penalty functions, etc., should be introduced to students
who are just beginning to learn optimization theory. These topics not only provide
valuable tools, but often give a clearer insight into optimization problems than the
classical topics do.

In spite of the above mentioned minor objections, I recommend the book for
the library of almost anybody who solves optimization problems.

Davip D. MORRISON
Systems Group of TRW Ine.
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