Fostering Voluntary Contributions to a Public Good

A Large-Scale Natural Field Experiment at Wikipedia

ONLINE APPENDIX
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ONLINE APPENDIX B

TABLE Bl — RANDOMIZATION CHECK
Ordinal variable: Level of article editing activity before awarding date.

Two-sample Wilcoxon rank-sum (Mann-Whitney) test

award obs rank sum expected

0 2390 4825695 4789560

1 1617 3204333 3240468
combined 4007 8030028 8030028

unadjusted variance 1.291e+09
adjustment for ties -3.346e+08

adjusted variance 9.562e+08
Ho: n~ea_ord(award==0) = n~ea_ord(award==1)

z = 1.169
Prob > |z| = ©.2426

TABLE B2 — MULTIPLE TESTING ADJUSTMENTS

Outcome DI p-values

Unadj. Multiplicity Adj.
active 0.0666 0.0003*** 0.0003***
active (following 2 months) 0.0572 0.0003*** 0.0003***
active, only article edits 0.0363 0.016* 0.0317*
active, only article edits (2 months) 0.0364 0.0197* 0.0197*
degree of activity, only article edits 0.0641 0.0167* 0.027*
active on talk pages 0.0664 0.0003*** 0.0003***
active on Wikipedia meta pages 0.0204 0.0113* 0.0327*
user page self-edited 0.0310 0.0003*** 0.0003***
user talk self-edited 0.0441 0.0003*** 0.0003***
active, excl. award pages 0.0666 0.0003*** 0.0003***
active, excl. award & own pages 0.0537 0.001** 0.0027**

Notes: The p-value adjustments in column 4 are based on the procedure and code developed by List et al. (2016). DI
refers to "difference in means". If not indicated otherwise outcomes refer to the first month after the initial
intervention. * p<0.05, ** p<0.01, *** p<0.001.
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TABLE B3 — EFFECT ON LEVEL OF ACTIVITY
st month after awarding date, article edits only.

Two-sample Wilcoxon rank-sum (Mann-Whitney) test

award obs rank sum expected

0 2390 4715172.5 4789560

1 1617 3314855.5 3240468
combined 4007 8030028 8030028

unadjusted variance 1.291e+09
adjustment for ties -3.837e+08

adjusted variance 9.071e+08
Ho: n~ta_ord(award==0) = n~ta_ord(award==1)

z = =-2.470
Prob > |z|] = 0.0135

TABLE B4 — ROBUSTNESS CHECKS

Treatment Control Difference
(1) (2) (3)
A. General activity (1st month)
active, excl. award pages 0.42 0.35 0.07%**
(0.000)
active, excl. award & own pages 0.40 0.35 0.05%**
(0.001)
B. Treatment effect persistence. DV: active, excl. award & own pages
Quarter 1 0.51 0.47 0.04*
(0.013)
Quarter 2 0.34 0.30 0.03*
(0.027)
Quarter 3 0.26 0.24 0.03*
(0.048)
Quarter 4 0.26 0.23 0.03*
(0.032)
Quarter 5 0.21 0.20 0.02
(0.232)
N 1617 2390 4007

Notes: Average values rounded to 2 decimal places. DV stands for dependent variable. p-values
from Chi-square tests are reported in parentheses. Table B2 above also presents adjustments for
multiple testing related to Panel A, which tests multiple outcomes falling into the same time period
as the outcomes of the main analysis. The significance of the tests remains unchanged.

*p<0.05, ** p<0.01, *** p<0.001.



