Public Speaking Aversion

Thomas Buser and Huaiping Yuan

Appendix: Tables, Figures and Experimental Instructions

Table Al: Careers scored on public speaking requirements and starting wage

Public Speaking requirement rank
Academia 12
Entrepreneur 11
Sales
Consulting
Front Office
Business Analyst
Researcher at public institution
Investment Banking
Management trainee
Data Analyst
Accounting
Back Office 1

Careers were scored on public speaking requirements by Prolific participants (N=200). Higher rank means careers where
public speaking is more important.
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Figure Al: Distribution of answers to the two survey questions
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Note: The histograms show the proportion of participants who picked each of five possible answer options to the two
survey questions on public speaking preferences, where 1 indicates the least agreement and 5 indicates the most agreement.
“Public speaking confidence” refers to the question “I am good at presenting in front of a group” and “Public speaking
stress” refers to the question “I find presenting in front of a group stressful”.

Figure A2: Distribution of willingness to present in the lab experiment by gender
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Minimum payment requested (in Euros) by gender. Includes data from 105 males and 104 female speakers.



Figure A3: Distribution of answers to the two survey questions in the student survey
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Note: The histograms show the proportion of participants who picked each of five possible answer options to the
two survey questions on public speaking preferences, where 0 indicates the least agreement and 10 indicates the most
agreement. “Public speaking confidence” refers to the question “I am good at presenting in front of a group” and “Public
speaking stress” refers to the question “I find presenting in front of a group stressful”.
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Figure A5: Instructions lab experiment

Welcome!

This experiment consists of two parts. The first part contains a { ire, which takes approxil ly 15-20 minutes to complete.

The rest of the experiment will be explained at the start of the second part. Click on the "OK" button at the bottom right of the screen to continue.

Pleaso eteryourpartcpantumber. [ |

Wnatis your gender? Male
€ Female

How old are you?

matis your gue)? You can enter [

Wnatis your proficiency in Engish? Verybad (" " Very good

Whatis your major?

Whatyearareyouin? ¢ 1styear Bachelor
 2ndyear Bachelor
© 3rd year Bachelor
 tstyear Master
© 2nd year Master
© oter



How do you see yourself: are you generally a person who s fully prepared to take risks or do youtry to avoid taking risks?
O=Notatallwilingte 0 € CCCCCCCCCT0
take isks; 10=Very willng o take isks.

How competitive are you?
0=Notatall competiive: 10=Very competiive 0 C C C C CCCCCCC10

How much do you agree or disagree with the following statement: | have confidence in my abilties
Swonglyagree 0 CCCCCCCCCCCT0

o=Sirongly disagree; 1

On the following pages you wil find a series of statements about you. Please read each statement and decide how much you agree or disagree
with that statement.

There are 62 statements intotal, spread over 6 screens. It usually takes less than 15 minutes to complete this questionnaire

Your answers will not affect the payment you receive at the end of this experiment.



Iwould be quite bored by avisitto anartgalleny 1 C € € € 5
Iplan 1 cccccs
1find presenting in ront of a group stressful 1 © C € €5

o 1 cccccs

Ifeel reasonably satisfied with myselfoverall 1 € C5

Iwould feel afaid f| hadto travel in bad weather condiions 1 © € C € 5

. even 1 cccccs

1 cccces

I often push myselfvery hard when tyingto achieve agoal 1 © © C C C'5

People sometimes tell me that| amtoo ciical ofothers 1 © € € € 5

Irarely express my opinions in group mestings 1 € € (5

Key:

1: Strongly disagree 2: Disagree 3: Neutral (neither agree nor disagree) 4: Agree 5: Strongly agree

1 50metimes canthelp worning sboutite tings 1 € © € € € 5
get caugnt, 1 cccccs
1 Would enjoy creating a work of ar, such as a novel, asong, arapainting 1 © € €5
1 donit 1 ccccoes
People sometimes tellme that fmtoo stubbom 1 C € € C € 5
1 prefer jobs 1 cccccs
When| suffer from a painful experience, | need someone to make me feel comfortable 1 ¢ ¢ ¢ 5
Having a ot of moneyis not especiallyimportanttome 1 € € € € € 5
atention to 1 cccccs
1 cccccs
Key:

1: Strongly disagree 2: Disagree 3: Neutral (neither agree nor disagree) 4: Agree 5: Strongly agree




People think of me as someone who has a quicktemper 1 C O €5
1am good atpresenting i rontafagroup 1 € C € C € 5

On most days, el cheerful and opimisic 1 € € C €5

Ieel ke cying when  see other people cying 1 © € € C O 5

Iihink hat | am enited fo more respect han the average personis 1 € C € C €5

1 hadithe opportuity, [ would like to atend a classical musicconcent 1 € C € C €5
When working, | Sometimes have dificulties due o being disorganized 1 € € € C €5
forghe andforger 1 € € (5

Ifeeihat am an unpopuiarperson 1 € C € C5

When ftcomes to physicaldanger, | amveryfeartul 1 C € C (5

1 cccces

Key:

1: Strongly disagree 2: Disagree 3: Neutral (neither agree nor disagree) 4: Agree 5: Strongly agree

Ive never really enjoyed looking through an encyclopedia 1 €5
160 onlythe minimum amount ofwork neededtogetby 1 € C © C € 5
11end 1o be lenientin judging ather peaple 1 C C C € €5
In s0cal situations, Im usualy the one who makes the fistmove 1 ¢ € € € € 5
Iwomy alotless than mostpeopledo 1 © C C € €5
IWould never accepta bibe, even fitwere verylarge 1 C C C € C'5
People have often told me that have a good imagination 1 ¢ € € €5
1always yto be accurate in my work, even atthe expense oftme 1 (€ © € 5
1 cccccs
doinanew place is 1 cccccs

Key:

1: Strongly disagree 2: Disagree 3: Neutral (neither agree nor disagree) 4: Agree 5: Strongly agree




@e 1 cocccs
1would get a ot ofpleasure from owning expensive luury goods 1 C C € 5

Ilike people who have unconveriionalviews 1 € € € 5

| make alot of mistakes because | dontfink beforeact 1 € € € 5

Most eople tend o getangry more quickythanido 1 € C € € 5

1ccccces

el gtime 1 CCCCCs
1cccces

1 dontihink of myselfas the artisicorceatiatpe 1 C C C O 5

People often call me aperectonist 1 € C € 5

Key:

1: Strongly disagree 2: Disagree 3: Neutral (neither agree nor disagree) 4: Agree 5: Strongly agree

fot of mistak 1 cccccs
| sometimes feel that| am a worthless person 1 © C € € € 5
Evenin an emergency | wouldnt feel like panicking 1 ¢ € € € € 5
me 1 cccccs
11nd tboringto discuss philosophy 1 C € € € C 5
1 prefer 1o do whatever comes to mind, rather than stick to aplan 1 ¢ ¢ € € €5
1cccccs
When fmin  group of people, Fm oten the one who speaks on behafofthe group 1 € € € € 5
1 cccccs
ifl were sure 1 cccccs
Key:

1: Strongly disagree 2: Disagree 3: Neutral (neither agree nor disagree) 4: Agree 5: Strongly agree
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Instructions

This is an explanation of the second part of the experiment. In this part you can eam money on top of the show-up fee of 7 euros. It works as follows.

You will be given the option to give a of 5 minutes for a b nt. The payment you receive will be determined by the computer, but you decide whether you want to give the presentation for this payment
First you are asked to enter the minimum payment for which you would like to give the presentation of 5 minutes. You do this by choosing a payment between 0 and 40 euros. Then you will be given 20 minutes to prepare for
the presentation. You have to use the 20 minutes for preparation regardless of the minimum payment you choose.

The topic of the presentation is revealed at the start of the 20 minutes. It is nikely that you will know the topic wel, but you are allowed to use the internet during preparation. There is sufficient information on wikipedia and
other websites. The presentation is given in front of an audience of approximately 6 jury members. They will score your presentation, but your scores will not be revealed to you

You are allowed to use your own mobile phones to look for information on the intemet. You can also ask for a tablet computer to access the intemet. During the presentation you are not allowed to use notes
After the preparation time the computer determines whether you will have to give your presentation. The computer will randormly choose a number between 0 and 40

1) If the minimum payment you chose is higher than the number generated by the computer, you will not be asked to give your presentation. You will also not receive the bonus payment.

2) fthe minimum payment you chose is equal or lower than the number generated by the computer, you will have to give your presentation. You willreceive the randomly generated number (in euros) as payment

You are not allowed to change your choice after you enter your minimum payment. You will receive only the show-up fee f you do not give the presentation and the show-up fee plus the bonus payment if you do present

The next question will check whether you the ions of the i Please read the il i above carefully before you continue.

This question checks whether you understood the explanations of the experiment correctly.

Assume that you chose a minimum payment of 10 euros and the computer randormly generated the number 18. Which of the following statements would be correct?
®
c 10 euros
~ have to gve the preseniation and receive 3 bonus payment f 18 euros
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18. Which of

payment of 18 euros

The answer you selected was correct

After the preparation time of 20 minutes the computer will randormly generate a number between 0 and 40,
1) Ifthe minimum payment you chose is higher than the number generated by the computer, you will not be asked to give your presentation. You will also not receive the bonus payment

2) fthe minimum payment you chose is equal or lower than the number generated by the computer, you will have to give your presentation. You will receive the randomly generated number (in euros) as paymert.

What s the minimum payment (in euros) you want fo giving the presentation? (Choose a number between 0and 40) [ ||
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Remaining time [sec; 1

Presentation instructions and preparation
You have 20 minutes to prepare a presentation. The presentation must be exactly 5 minutes. After 20 minutes you will automatically advance to the next screen.
The topic of the presentation is the German emperor Otto | the great . Google and wikipedia can be used for the preparation.

You are allowed to use your own phone to find information on the intemet. You can also ask for a tablet to access the intemet. Please raise your hand if you need a tablet

“The randormly generated number is: ~ 27 euros
The minimum payment you wanted for the presentation is: 20 euros

You now have to give a presentation of 5 minutes. On top of the show-up fee of 7 euros you will also receive a bonus payment of 27 euros for the presentation. Please raise your hand to indicate that you finished this part of
the experiment

Please do not continue to the next screen

End experiment
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