
 

Online Supplement: Additional Information on Major Diagnostic Categories  

The Major Diagnostic Categories (MDC) are formed by dividing all possible principal diagnoses 

into 25 mutually exclusive diagnosis areas. MDC codes, like DRG codes, are primarily a claims 

and administrative data element unique to the United States medical care reimbursement system. 

DRG codes also are mapped, or grouped, into MDC codes. The diagnoses in each MDC 

correspond to a single organ system or etiology and, in general, are associated with a particular 

medical specialty. MDC 1 to MDC 23 are grouped according to principal diagnoses. Patients are 

assigned to MDC 24 (Multiple Significant Trauma) with at least two significant trauma diagnosis 

codes (either as principal or secondaries) from different body site categories. Patients assigned to 

MDC 25 (HIV Infections) must have a principal diagnosis of an HIV Infection or a principal 

diagnosis of a significant HIV related condition and a secondary diagnosis of an HIV Infection 

(source: wikipedia). 

The attached online supplement titled “MDC Description File” (obtained from CMS) includes 

the list of the MDC categories and brief descriptions. Detailed description of MDC categories 

can be downloaded from CMS at: 

http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Medicare-Fee-for-Service-

Payment/AcuteInpatientPPS/Downloads/FY_2008_FR_DRG_Files.zip 
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